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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to explore psychological determinants influencing within-group and between-group differences in
sustainable participation in regional management organization. For the purpose, a questionnaire survey was conducted targeting 298
members of regional management organizations in Seiyo city, Ehime Prefecture. Multilevel analysis was applied to collected data
from the survey considering its multilevel structure. The result showed that organizational commitment was a relevant factor of both
within-group and between-group differences in two variables with regards to sustainable participation in regional management orga-
nization, i.e. members’ daily participation in and willingness to continue regional activities. Furthermore, it was shown that perceived
cost was positively associated with members’ participation in regional activities, while it was negatively associated with their willing-
ness to continue those activities. An analysis of organizational commitment revealed that this factor was associated with perceived
effectiveness, trust, place attachment and regional support on group level and with perceived benefit and cost, trust, place attachment
and regional appreciation on individual level. Finally, implications of the present results for promoting sustainable participation in

regional management organization were discussed.
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